
                      

Prior knowledge  

Not covered – new learning.  

National Curriculum for year 5  

describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the sun in the solar system - describe the 

movement of the moon relative to the Earth - describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately spherical 

bodies - use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the 

Key vocabulary  

Axis, Rotation, 

Phases of the 

Moon, star, 

constellation, Earth, 

Sun, Moon, Day, 

Night, 

Scientists  

• Margaret Hamilton- Computer 

scientist (Moon Landings) 

• Stephen Hawking- Black Holes 

• Mae Jemison – Astronaut 

• Claudius Ptolemy and Nicolaus 

Copernicus - Heliocentric vs 

Geocentric Universe 

• Neil Armstrong- First man on the 

Moon 

• Helen Sharman- GB astronaut 

• Caroline Herschel- First to find a 

comet 

• Valentina Tereshkova-Cosmonaut 

Dr Sian Proctor- Analog Astronaut 

 

Suggested texts 

(Foxton) Earth and space 

Can you 

describe the 

phases of the 

moon?  

Can you discuss 

the movement 

of the moon, in 

relation to the 

Earth?   

 



sun across the sky

 

 

 

What is an Axis 

and how does 

it effect the 

Earth?  

How are all the 

planets 

connected?  

 

 


