
                       

Prior knowledge learned in year 2 

Not covered – new learning  

National Curriculum for year 3 

recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light - notice that light 

is reflected from surfaces - recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to 

protect their eyes - recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an 

opaque object - find patterns in the way 

that the size of shadows change. 

 

Key vocabulary  

Shadow 

Mirror 

Reflect /reflective 

Reflection  

Light / dark  

Scientists  

Justus Von Liebig – Mirror  

James Clerk Maxwell – visible and 

invisible waves of light  

 

Suggested texts 

Foxton – Light        

 



What is 

reflection? 

 

What is a 

shadow and 

how are they 

made? 

 

Why / how do 

we need to stay 

safe with sun 

light? 

 

 

How do we see 

objects in the 

absence of 

light? 

 

 


