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Guide for Parents

Year 3 Spelling

Primary School

Autumn 1

Prefix

Key vocabulary

A prefix is added at the beginning of the
word to alter the meaning of the word-e.g
disappear

Suffix

A suffixis an’ending’, used at the end of
one word to turn itinto another word- e.g
teacher

Root word

Aroot word is a word or word part that can
form the basis of new words through the
addition of prefixes and suffixes- acting-
the root word is act.

Compound
word

A compound word contains at least
two root words- e.g whiteboard and
bookshop

\Vowvel

The letters a,e,i,o,u

Consonants

Most of the letters of the alphabet
represent consonants; the letters 3, e, i, o, u
are vowels.

Homophone

Two different words are homophones if
they sound exactly the same when
pronounced.

Homonym

Two different words are homonyms if they
both look exactly the same when written,
and sound exactly the same when
pronounced.

Word class

Every word belongs to a word class which
summarises the ways in which it can be
used in grammar- e.g noun, adverb,
adjective

Etymology

A word's etymology is its history: its origins
in earlier forms of English or other
languages, and how its form and meaning
have changed.

Morphology

A word’'s morphology is its internal make-
up in terms of root words and suffixes or
prefixes.

GPC

Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence

Previously learned rules from Year 2

° Homophones and near homophones

° /s/ sound spelt‘c’ before’e’,'i'and 'y’ - race, ice

o /ai/ sound spelt 'y’ and /i/ sound spelt ‘ey’

o Apostrophe for contractions and singular possession

° Adding endings '-ing’, -ed’, "-er’, -est’ to words ending in ‘e’ with a consonant before it
] Adding suffixes *-ful’, "-less’ and '-ly’ and adding -es’ to verbs and nouns ending in ‘v’
o /r/ sound spelt ‘wr’

Year 2 high-frequency words and common exception words
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Autumn 1 spelling rules: L
. Revision of the suffixes taughtin Year 2 (-5'. '-es’, "-er’, ~ed’, '-ing’ S 4 5

. Prefix 'dis-’' (disappoint, disagree, disobey)

. words spelt’ei’ (vein), ‘eigh’ (eight), ‘aigh’ (straight) or ‘ey’ (they)

o Homophones (brake/break, grate/great, eight/ate, weight/wait, son/
sun)
o Year 3/4 non-negotiables

Year 3 and Year 4 Non-Negotiable Spelling List

It is expectation that pupils in Year 3 and 4 understand the meaning

of and are able to spell the following words fluently.

accidentally)
achuallly)
address
answer
appear
arrive
believe
bicycle
breath
breathe
build
busy
business

calendar
cought
cenlre
cenfry
cerlain
aircle

drenghh
cuppose
GIII'PHH
here pore
Ihough
although
Ihought
Ihrough
various

weight

complete February length possess{ion)
concder | | gorword®) || Lbrory possble
conbine. | | eyl material polaloes
decide grommar medicing pressure
describe group enhion orobably
digperent quord minute promise
digpadt | quide nahural purpose
dicappear | | heard noughly quarker
early hearl nohce queshon
earlh height occasion(ally) | | recent
eight/eighth hiskory ofben reqular
enough imagine opposite reign
Exercise Increase ordinary remember
Experience importank parhicular senlence
experiment | | pferect peculiar separale
wireme iclond perhaps special
fomous Inowledge popular raight
govouste | | learn posthon range
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How can you support their spelling
practice?

Each week, you child should practise their spellings in
their homework books. They will be given a spelling home
learning sheet with their spelling rule for that week and
their spellings will be recorded in their planners. In order
to practise this half term’s spellings you could try the
following strategies that are most appropriate for this
half term’s spellings.

Words containing prefixes and suffixes
Rainbow writing
disappoint flying di agree

Using coloured pencils in different ways can help to make
parts of words memorable. Your child could highlight the
tricky parts of the word or write the tricky part in a differ-
ent colour. They could also write each letter in a different
colour, or write the word in red, then overlay in orange,
yellow and so on.

Silly sentences
It was great that Mary had learnt to grate the cheese.

This strategy is useful in showing that your child has under-
stood the rule based on word class.

Homophones

Drawing an image around the
word S

This strategy is all about mak-
ing a word memorable. It links
to meaningin order to try to
make the spelling noticeable.




