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Year 5
' A The Vikings
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ﬁoks, texts, primary and secondary sources you may\

use:
®  The Vicious Vikings (Horrible Histories)
®  Viking Boy by Tony Bradman
®  Anglo-Saxons & Vikings by Hazel Maskell
® DK Find Out Vikings
®  Viking (DK Eyewilness) by DK
®  The Story o the Vikings Picture Book by Megan Cullis

Suggested family experience

Visit Jorvik Vil(ing Centre in York—A Vil(ing living museum. For more informo,iion visit -
wiowik\/ikinqcenire,co,uk/ /

ﬁ\lational Curriculum \

The Vil(ing and Anglo—Saxon siruggle for Hie Kingdom of Englcind lo Hie lime of Edwo,rd Hie

Con fessor.
e Viking raids and invasion.
®  Resistance by Alpred the Great and Athelstan, the first King o England.
®  Furlher Viking invasions and Danegeld.

\ L Edward the Con fessor and his dealh in 1066.

/Local History Links

/
~

The Vikings roided Hw Uniied Kingdom and Hou cou[d be descended from

Hie Vil(ings iJ.‘ Hour surname ends in ‘son‘ or 'sen‘. For exo,mple, Rogerson.

Quick Summafy \

Builds on Knowledge and Skills

In Yeor 5. we leornl' oboul‘ H‘ie Anglo—Saxons. Around H\e end GJI H"ie 8H‘l ceniurg. AnglO-SOXOH hiSl’OrH |;e”s OJ? mong Vil(iﬂg f‘OidS. These morl(ed H\e

SITQI‘IT Of a long siruggle behNeen H’ie ADSIG-SQXODS ond H’ie Vikings J:Or conirol Of Briioin. Aﬁer /\lfred H’ie Greoi, English l(ings 9[‘(1&[10“3 recaPiured
maore ond mare land from H’ie Vil(ings, Alfred's son Edward foughl fOr COanOl Of H’ie Donelow ond Alfred's grandson, Mhelsicin, Pushed English

power north as far as Scolland. In 954, the Anglo-Saxons drove out Eric Bloodaxe, the last Viking king of Jorvik Later, when Eric was killed in baltle,
the Vikings agreed to be ruled by England’s king. The most power ful Anglo-Saxon king was Edgar. Welsh and Scoltish rulers obeyed him as well as the
English, and his court af Winchester was one o the most splendid in Europe. Anglo-Saxon England reached ifs peak during Edgar's reign. In the i
century, the English king Al red the Great stopped the Vikings taking over all of England. He agreed o peace with them and some Vikings selfled down
bo live in their own area o eastern England, called the Danelaw. The Anglo-Saxons and Vikings became neighbours in Britain, but they didn' always

Vocabulary you will use:

Word

De J:inihon

co[on'ise Go and live somewhere and take conlrol o ¥ it

conquesi SomeHiing l'hal is go,ined 53 force

danegel d An amount o f money Poid so that Vil(ings would not altack
locals

Danelaw The Eastern area o ¥ Englond ruled bg the Vil(ings

invade To enter bg force

L'in disj:o,rne Also |<nown as HolH Islo,nd, was one of Hie firsl londing sil'es
of Hie Vil(ings
Medieval ship. which has a long. narrow, open hull, one square

[ongbooi
sail and many oars

monasierij Buildings occupied bg a communiig of monks

nav'igahon Finding a way around

Pogon A person holding di f fereni belie s io oHier religions

repuiaiion Beliefs held abouk someone

Scandinavia Norwog. Sweden and Denmark

seaborne Carried on a shiP

The Vikings, from Sco,ndinovio, were exceueni soilors, explorers o,nd warriors. Theﬂ colonised lorge
parks of Eurape behween 790 and 1100 CE and were involved in o long and bloody baHHe with the
Anglo—Saxons for conbral o f Britain. Also known as Norsemen (men from the north), the Vil(ings
belanged o many dierent clans, led by chie ps who ruled over bhe lands bhey had conquered. Agter
baltles, the Vikings o fien forced local rulers to pay a bribute called Do,negeld (meoning Danish tax), a
large amount of money that had ko be paid so that the Vikings would not abrack the locals and
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Describe a lHPical

N

Whg did Alfred the
Greal and Alhelstan

resist the invasions?

\

Questions we’ll ask you

throughout the unit to
Vil(ing raid or
check your knowledge and T
invasion.

understanding

- )

954: Last Vil(ing king of Jorvik (York) killed in battle

IO66 HOFOld HQI‘C{I‘OC{O, Kiﬂg OJ.‘ NOFWUH defeoied bﬂ King HQFOld Gt H‘ie BQH’[G CJ.‘ Slomford

Bridge

1066: King Harold de J:eal'ed bg William o} the Ballle o ¥ Hoshngs

-

Whal was the

PUFPOSC OJ.'
Donegeld?

-

Exploin how the
Vil:irigs navigoled

their exPedilions.

o

~
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Whﬂ was Edword Hle
COﬂfﬂSSOF‘S deQH’l

imporioni?

\_ /



https://www.jorvikvikingcentre.co.uk/

Unlike the Romans, who lravelled on the roads. The Vil(ings
thicallH bravelled on longboals Vil(ing longboals o J:fen had
a dragon's head carved from wood ot the fron} of the

ship, Perhops lo scare spiri}s awo,H.

/The Vil(mgs bravelled in dislinchive longboa}s made from curved wood thal was overlapped and held
logel’her wil'h iron rive}s, which are lil(e H@ick nails This made Hw ships slrong and flexible, which mo,de
them excellent for sailing on the open sea. There was lilHle shelker; Vil(ings slepl on deck Longboals had o

single, large square sail as weu as oars. Whi[e on board, H}e Vikings are believed lo have J:ixed H’seir shields

4 _\ to the oulside o the ship to protect them from the wind and rain as they rowed.
219 f prop f J
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Location :;:‘Ifr';:::‘ The Vil(ings were excellent sailors and very good ab navigal‘ion. Theg fcund their way bH using visual landmarl(s, including wildli fe. and lool(mg at the colour o i3 the sea. TheH also sailed as

close to the coastline as Possible. T}is also Possible the Vil(ings invented a |;Hpe of sunstone compass that helped them f‘mcl their way in open waler.

-
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Beller land: Most Vil('mgs were simpll:] searching for belter land for their farms, as land was not very good for growing crops or reuring animals: NorwaH was very hi[lg, Sweden was

/l-he Vil(‘mgs h'o,veued H'\ousancls OJ.‘ miles across Hle sea J:rom H}eir homeland OJ: Scandinavia where H‘lelj were farmers, fishermen, seafarers O,I'ld lraders.

covered in J:orests, and Denmark had a lot o ¥ sandg sail.
More Land: Some historians believe the Vil(ings le ﬁ their homes because o i3 overcrowding. There was not enough good land for everyone fo share.

Treusures: The Vil(ings searcl’led for }reasures }o mu|<e erm rich. Brilain was Parliculurlg a good Place }o ruid, as Hmere was much Lo steal. The Vil('mgs were uHraded bg Hw weauh of

\Hle Monasteries and the easy breasure to be Found within. /
- The Vil('mgs' abi[ifﬂ to defend themselves and  their Vildngs were also known as the Norsemen. The Vil(ings were excellent sailors, lraders and explorers who fravelled
// | \\) goods (including wool and fish) meant that |:he5 were Norsemen means ’Pe"Ple from the North'. as for as North America in search o 5 lands to colonise and lrade
h l 4 : able to mainkain o *md'mg empire thal skrefched across Theg were 9real’ hrovellers and sailed ko with. The famous Viking explorer Lei f Eriksson was the firsl' European
eT;:frI;.ﬂ northern and weskern Europe. olher Par}s °f Europe, where Hmey iroded. bo seb foo} in North America, 500 years be fore Columbus.

raided, and opl’en seH’led. /
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/In the IHh century, the English\ n-::'-’o..""'" % /The Baltle of Hoshngs is one of the most imPorlan}\
2 . -
king Algred the Greak stopped the ’7-_ ) and well-known baliles in Eng[ish his}org. It book place on
Vhings loking ower all op ) el ot Yl lb Oclober 1066 and was bhe shark of the Norman
England. He agreed fo peace with ‘ '—g "’"': C Loe Endand. The N " |
g = U= them and some Vikings seltled °s' oWty onques of ng and. ¢ [ormans were the nex grouP S
down to live in thei . %, N le ko rule England agler the Anglo-Saxons. 5
: /T bl o powr m\ ez:;:mo ngn;rltani;r o::]r[let;real:i ¢ “"f) » G \af people to rule Englana after the Anglo-daxons / \
England  was  conkinually Danelaw. The Anglo-Saxons and / \
changing as  Vikings  grom Vilfinss became .nefghbours " /When Edward the Con fessor died in 1066, the English Witan chose Harold (son o I3 Godwin, the The BaHeux Tapestrg ell the SLWH
P e Denmark and  Norway laid Britain, but they didn'} always get , - : of the Norman invasion. Ab this kime,
\ y \ , along peace pully. Earl o f Wessex) as the next ktng. Duke William o 5 Ncrmandg and Horald Hardrada, the Ktng
( @ 9 / ( ﬁ | claim fo Englands throne. The K / of NcrwaH, were not hQPPU with the decision. TheH believed H’;eH had a claim lo the throne. In very  few People could read. Books
N N Baltle of Hastings in 1066 Ve 1066, England was invaded lwice. The most significant was when William's Norman army were rare, as each one had lo be
Contlict Artefacts inally saw an end o these Afl:er Alfred the Greal, E”ﬂhSh landed in Sussex. Harold hurried south and the two armies foughk ab the Ballle of written bH hand. A lapestrg bold the
/ In Year 5 we have learne d\ volalile times with the arrival kings gruduallg recaplrured mare Hashngs (14 October 1066). The Normans won, Harold was killed, and William became king. doru in o wau that everuone could
bk A LS ™ of Williom, the Duke of and more Jond from the V‘Ll(ings. ! ! !
about the finglo axons. ¢ Normandg and o direct > ™~
Vtkmgs invaded Anglo-Saxon descendant o ¥ Vil(‘mg /\lfred's son Edward fcugh} for conkrol o f the Danelaw and Al frecl's grandson, Alhelstan, Pushed English power north as for as Scotland. In Vil(ing fimes, o king had lo be
Britain and so the slruggle selllers in northern France. strong bo fighl and keep his land. In the earlH [th cenfurﬂ, England had o weak king‘ His name was Ethelred the UnreaclH. Ethelred tried to stop the Vikings from invacling 53
for conkrol  over  Britain \ / giving them gold and land. This money was called Danegeld. Bukb it didn't work — the Vikings took the gold and allacked anyway.
J
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In the lake 8th cenl‘urH, a fl'er many success ful raids, the Vikings seltled across Britain and Ireland. There are many words in the English language that come from Old Norse. When o
burglar searches a house, Hleg ransack il'; ransack is a Vil('mg word. Not all Vil('mg expedihons were simple raids, and over lime the Vikings began fo colonise the Places HICH sailed lo. The3

broughl their language and customs and changed the cullure o ¥ the colonised socielies forever. The areas the Vikings seltled in were known as Danelaw.

Colonisers [ ~N
The longboal’ was an essential Parf of the Vil(ings' abi[itg to travel and explore. Lcngboals were also Perfecb for raiding. TheH had banks o f oars ot either side and o flen had sails.

@ As the name suggests, the longboa}s were long, bul it was also sgmmel'rical. This design allowed the sailors to reverse direchion rather than }urning around, this was very use ful in

baH‘le. LOﬂSbOOlS could SQil right UP LO Hua COOS[’, or even travel UP rivers, and quicklg escape. These CI"GJ.‘LS were able LO hdld a large gl"OUP OJ.‘ warriors and whatever l'reasure and

Food and
farming H1 L l( Cl
> //,“ \\ resources they fook from a roi /
) ] \
K\\ 7 ) y We can kel where the Vil(mgs settled EH Ploce names of bowns and viuages }odog. Some o ¥ the names o ¥ Places in Brilain are made up of Viking words. Place names ending in —
Settlements Location ;:}f,';,’:ﬂ, Hworpe (or -erp, -|;hrop or —lrop) eg. Scunlhorpe and GrimeHmorPe -erpe meant farms. Place names ending in _bH eg. Derbg, Rugbg, Whitbg, Sele, Grimsbﬂ meant farm or

homesl’ead (vi[lage). P[OCG names end‘mg in _IFOJ.‘L or-toﬁs. A -IFOJ.‘IF referred LO H1e sil'e OJ.‘ a house ora PlCl’ OJ.‘ [and. /

P I N B I T —

/The Vil('mg language (Old\ /The Vil(ings were mosHH pagans, which means Hleg worshipped several gocls and goddesses. Mang of their belie fs were linked

Norse) was written  with to nalure. However, many Vil('mgs became Chrishians o fl‘er seH‘ling in Christian counlries such and England or Ireland.
? aymbols called Runes, bub | | Ocdin wos bhe first of the Norse gods bo eish which makes him the galher or king of all gods. He was very powerul and he
some Runes were also created the Earth, s|<3 and all living crealures. He is o flen shown as one-eHed man with o long beard. He wears a cloak and

. believed o have magical/ \a wide-brimmed hal and carries o spear. / ODi D

The Vil(ings WOI’Sl’liPPed manﬂ 90&5. EQCl’l 90d had different human s}rengH';s and weaknesses. Od'm, H'me god OJ.‘ war, dealh, wisdom o,nd POeh"IJ, was H'1e mosl‘

\
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imporl’anL Thor, the god of Hwnder, was Odin’s son. Warriors who foughl’ bravelg in ballle would be carried o Valhalla - the Vil(ing warrior heaven.

Beliefs Society



