
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Builds on Knowledge and Skills 

Vocabulary you will use: 

 

 

 

  

  

Suggested family experience 

Black Country Living Museum 

Discovery Way 

Dudley, DY1 4AL 

0121 557 9643 

info@bclm.com

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Questions we’ll ask you 

throughout the unit to 

check your knowledge and 

understanding. 

               Main Events 

         18th Century: Built as a farm labourer’s cottage. 

         19th Century: Converted to a nail makers cottage 

         20th Century: Stripped of nail making equipment. 

         21st Century: Fell into dis-repair. 

 

Quick Summary 

 

A farm labourer's cottage of the 18th Century, later in the 19th 

Century used as a nail maker's cottage, to which a nail shop was 

added. It is believed to be Hasbury's last-known surviving 

vernacular building. Its industrial adaptation: means it retains a 

19th Century nail shop, a rare survival from the nail-making 

industry, which was once so prevalent in this area. Overall the 

house survives relatively intact, retaining a significant 

proportion of 18th Century historic fabric. 
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What was ‘nail making?’ 
Nail-making was heavy, laborious and dangerous work. Nailers would collect 60 lb 
bundles of iron nail-rod from a nail-master’s warehouse and take them back to 
their homes, which often had a cramped nail-shop attached. They heated and cut 
a length of rod, hammered it into the required length and thickness, pointed the 
end, and formed the head with a few blows of the hammer. At the end of the 
week, the nailers would take sackfuls of finished nails back to the nail master. 
Adults and adolescents would make the nails, while young children heated the 

rods and pumped the hearth. Nail-making was a job that the whole family did. 
 

 

 

 

 

Nailers standing outside 

the glassless nail shop 

window of the cottage in 

1909 (the hatch and 

shutters still  survive) 
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This building is  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map work 

Background 

Information 

Sandstone Walls 

 

Collapsed 

roof and 

blocked 

windows 

 x

Visit the 

house 

Tiled roof 

 

Census 

 

 

Hasbury, up until the late 19th Century, was predominantly an agricultural area, and it is 

believed that the cottage at No. 260 Hagley Road was built in the 18th Century as a farm 

labourer's cottage. Nail making originated in Halesowen and the surrounding hamlets, 

including Hasbury, during the 17th Century. It was practised as a cottage industry, mainly 

being a part-time occupation along with farming, with the nails being made during the 

winter and in times of bad weather. At some time during the 19th Century, before 1880 

when it is recorded on the first edition Ordnance Survey map, a nail shop was added to the 

right gable end of the cottage. Also added to the cottage during the 19th Century were a 

kitchen to the rear and an outside wash house and water closet. It is believed that the 

hearth, anvil and tools were removed from the nail shop in the first half of the 20th Century. 

For the past 20 years, the cottage has stood empty, its windows and door partially blocked 

up. Its roof partially collapsed in the early 21st Century. Someone has recently bought the 

cottage and is restoring it. 

Towards Halesowen Town Centre 

 

1960’s 

 

1980’s 

 

2000 - Present 

 

Your teachers will 

print off the Census 

and you will see if you 

can find out who lived 

in this house. 


